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he Datai always seems to impress its guests
so much that you may find it hard to book
because the regulars are always getting in

there first! And this is not surprising because the
resort really offers the ultimate “de-stress”
combination of relaxed luxury and idyllic escapism.
Certainly, 16 years of inspired management by its
svengali General Manager, Jamie Case, has been
instrumental in establishing the resort’s reputation.

Perched above the glistening waters and white
sands of Datai Bay (Langkawi), the resort lies
camouflaged within the thick mantle of a tropical
rainforest.  It is an organic masterpiece of design that
flows out from the main buildings into the thick of
the forest, where individual villas lie hidden away for
those that want a most private sanctuary.  You
cannot help but be transported by the natural
environment, awaking in the morning to the sound
of soft jungle noises as the sun streams through
expansive picture windows or communing with the
local habitat as you spy a family of monkeys
scampering along the beach or the sight of huge,
brightly coloured butterflies flitting across your path. 

This relaxing environment is complimented in the
subtle styling of the resort accommodation, which
has been the subject of a refreshing programme of
refurbishment to all room categories, which is now
fully completed. The rich lustre of polished teak in
airy bedrooms connect to ensuite bathrooms with
elegant marble finishings that combine to offer the
guest spacious and uncomplicated living areas
that ooze with minimal style and natural light.

Life at the Datai is conducted at an appealingly
relaxed pace full of luxurious treats. The resort’s
health club offers a sublime selection of massage
treatments. There are also three restaurants that
will cater for most culinary needs including the
Beach Club which specialises in evening
barbecues. The sandy beach is exceptionally
beautiful and secluded with a range of sailing
boats available for use. The pool at the beach club
is ideal for children, whilst the main pool is
restricted to adults. Golfers will love the
spectacular, nearby golf course and for those who
want to explore the forest can do so in the serene
company of the resort’s own nature guide. 

Finesse in the Forest
The new look at The Datai, considered by many to be the finest resort in Malaysia.
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Clockwise from top left :

1. Superior Villa Bathroom

2. Pool Suite

3. Deluxe Room Bedroom

4. The Beach Club

5 .Aerial view of the Datai

6. Pool Suite Living Room
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World News

The “Beautiful Island” that is
Naladhu in the Maldives

The island of Naladhu is home to 19
intimate beachfront and ocean facing
Houses incorporating timeless colonial
design with excessive space and luxury.

Set on Velighandu Huraa amidst the
cluster of private island gems that
comprise the South Male Atoll, Naladhu -
Maldivian for "beautiful island", - is
designed to be as familiar as your own
home by the sea, drawing on rich
traditions, expansive private spaces and
unsurpassed luxury.

Naldhu comprises a collection of
luxuriously appointed Houses, brimming
with Sri Lankan influences, all with their
own infinity pools, spacious decks and
dining sala’s so you need not ever leave
your House if you want to holiday in
private. 

The iconic Taj Mahal Palace and
Tower once again welcomes guests
in style with the recent reopening of
the Taj Mahal Tower. It is a tribute to
the spirit and determination of the
people of Mumbai and more
specifically the courage of  Taj
Hotels & Resorts that this has been
achieved so quickly.  Five of the
hotel’s signature restaurants have
also reopened. Reparations to the
original Palace wing will take a bit
longer but is eagerly awaited.

Island Outpost mogul Chris
Blackwell's boutique hotel
collection has announced the
opening of Geejam in Port
Antonio, Jamaica. Located on six
acres of the lush San San Estate, the
property extends from the foothills
of the John Crow and Blue
Mountain chains to the Caribbean
beachfront.  As well as luxury
accommodation, Geejam also
features its own private recording
studio, so clients can indulge in
some jamming sessions and lay
down some tracks.

It pays to COMPARE - What is the best price that you can obtain for the same holiday. I t’s 
what a good independent travel consultant will achieve for you.

MORE for your Pound - We are aware that Sterling has crashed in value against both the Euro
and US Dollar, but did you know that the Rand is even weaker 
promising great value in South Africa. Other exciting countries with a
weaker currency are Iceland and Argentina.

Take a SHORTER holiday  - Why compromise on quality when the easier solution is to reduce by a
few nights off your time away. You can always top up with a quality 
short break closer to home (see “A Touch of Tartan” on page 6).

Taj Mahal Palace makes
a staggering recovery

Jammin’  in Jamaica at Blackwell’s new
“Island Outpost” resort

- 3 travel tips to beat the Credit CrunchThe Canny Traveller

Cruise News                           Special Interest News

The shape of things to come -
skiing in the Himalayas

Although very much in its infancy, skiing in
the Himalayas is set to tempt the more
adventurous with the development of the ski
area at Gulmarg resort, which lies about 1
hours drive from Srinigar in Kashmir.

Little sister to the mainstream Celebrity Cruise vessels,
the experience on board either of the Azamara ships
(“Journey” and “Quest”) is unashamedly 5 star deluxe. 

At the heart of the differences between Azamara and
parent Celebrity are the Azamara vessels themselves.
Their smaller size and high crew-to-passenger ratio
produce a more personalised and attentive level of
service than their large cousins. Other aspects of the
hotel departments onboard represent embellishments
over those same aspects on Celebrity's ships. Butlers, for
example, come with every stateroom, from the lowliest
inside to the biggest, most luxurious suite.  Onboard
lifestyle is more contemporary, with all meals in all
restaurants served open seating, and an upscale casual
dress code. 

Azamara offers contemporary “country
casual” touch to luxury ocean cruising

Work is well under way at the
Fincantieri  shipyard in Italy on
the fabulous new vessel,
Marina, which is due to launch
in 2010. Nearly double the size
of Oceania’s three Regatta Class
vessels, the new ship will feature
much more spacious guest
accommodations. For instance,
Veranda Staterooms, at 312
square feet, will incorporate
larger sitting areas, marble-clad
bathrooms with separate tub
and shower, copious closet
space and extra-large private
verandas for relaxation. 

Oceania Cruises go LARGE with “Marina”
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A joint venture agreement has been signed by
Indian Railways Catering and Tourism Corporation
(IRCTC) and Cox and Kings India to set up a new
company to be known as Royale Indian Rail Tours
that will operate the first pan-India luxury tourist
train. It promises to redefine luxury rail travel, not
just in the Indian market, but throughout the world.

It is expected that the service will be launched in
the late summer. The luxury train will consist of 15
coaches accommodating around 100 passengers
and will also feature two restaurants and two
bars. Two itineraries will be offered. The first, to be
called the Princely India Tour, will be a seven-
night journey following the Mumbai (station
shown above) -Ahmedabad-Udaipur-Jodhpur-
Jaisalmer-Jaipur- Delhi route. The second itinerary
will also last seven nights and is to be called the
Classical India Tour, operating on the Delhi-Agra-
Gwalior-Khajuraho-Varanassi-Patna route.

India to see new luxury train in 2009






